
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
*Mid-year prayer and fast – Prayer meetings: 
 
Tuesday 2 August 19:00 at EN Office in Devon Valley 
Wednesday 3 August 06:00-07:00 National Zoom prayer 
Thursday 4 August 19:00 at EN Office in Devon Valley 
 
*Equip and Empower 
Tuesdays 16 August to 20 September 19:00-20:30 (sign up online) 
 
*18 August – Discover Dinner  
 
*Victory Training: 
19 & 20 August at EN Office in Devon Valley R180 per person 
 
*Hearing God’s Voice: 
19 & 20 August at EN Office in Devon Valley  
 
*21 August – Baptism Sunday 
 
 

 

Warm-up question: 
What is the silliest thing you have ever argued about with someone else? 
 

Testimony: 

Share a testimony of something God has done in this past week? How has he 

revealed himself to you this past week? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The ROAD method: 

 
R - Read (Ask someone in your group to read the scripture out loud   and then ask 

everyone to read it quietly to themselves one or two more times. Encourage multiple 

translations [NIV, ESV, NLT, or for Afrikaans “1983 vertaling”, “2020 vertaling”) 

 



 

O - Observe (Ask everyone to take about 5mins to write down their observations from 

the scripture. For example, what makes sense? What doesn’t? What stands out to 

you? What do you find most interesting about what is said or about something that 

took place in the story? Is there a command to obey, or a promise to believe in?)  

 

A - Ask questions (Ask everyone to take about 5mins to write down any questions that 

arise from the text and to try and think of the answer. For example, what is the main 

message being communicated from the text? What did this mean to the original 

audience it was written for? What does this mean for us today? What does this tell us 

about God?) 

 

D - Discuss and Do (Share your observations, questions, and answers as a group. 

Then ask and decide on how you will apply this to your life. What will you do based 

on the truth that you have heard? 

 

 

Scripture – James 4 
 

4 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your 

passions are at war within you?  2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet 

and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not 

ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 

passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 

enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself 

an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He 

yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more 

grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let 

your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves 

before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a 

brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you 

judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver 

and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your 

neighbor? 

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town 

and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what 

tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time 

and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this 

or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever 

knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

 

 



 

Inward Application: 
 
In which areas of your life do you tend to lean towards friendship with the world? 
How has pride caused you to live outside of God’s will in the past? 

How have you tended to tear down or judge people in the past? 

 
Outward Application: 

 
Discuss how you can change your relationship towards the world to avoid being in 
alignment with it. 
Consider what a life of humility looks like and how this may differ from your current life – 
what can you change? 
Which plans that you’ve already made can you reconsider, now keeping God’s will at the 
center? 
 

 

 

 Take some time to pray for each other over the things that you have identified. Bring your 
requests to God and ask for his sanctification and for the fruit of a mature faith.  


